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A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

W h a t  i s  D e s i g n  C e n t e r  ?

Design Center is  a  upper-level  graphic design course taught at 

Austin Peay State University in Clarksvil le,  TN.  

The class is  designated as a service-learning course in order to 

expose students to real-world application with a “hands-on” learning 

experience.  This  experience provides students with the opportunity 

to work with real  cl ients on visual  communication projects .  

These projects are by definit ion independent and wil l  vary greatly 

depending on the needs of  the cl ient .  Students wil l  have 

the opportunity to use their  technical  and conceptual  ski l ls  with 

real-world cl ients reflecting the real ity of  the design industry.

B r o c h u r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  H a b i t a t  H u m a n i t y  o f  M o n t g o m e r y  C o u n t y  Te n n e s s e e  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T N .



A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

P o s t c a r d  c r e a t e d  f o r  A g a p e  A n i m a l  R e s c u e  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .

This course is  an advanced-level  studio course in graphic design.  The 

overal l  objective is  for  students to be given an opportunity to use 

their  conceptual  abi l it ies in composition in a real-world setting so that 

successful  visual  communication wil l  result  in :

 VISUAL COMMUNICATION: 

Develop increasing f luency in craftsmanship and concepts with the 

objective of  creating more successful  and sophisticated solutions . 

 AUDIENCE AND CONTEXT: 

Abil ity to interpret and solve visual  communication problems that 

pleases the design tr iad:  cl ient ,  audience,  self. 

 FORM: 

Develop a more integrated understanding of  form in the application of 

graphic design principles ,  primari ly  the combination of  image and type. 

 PROCESS: 

Abil ity to f luently create and develop ideas ,  concepts ,  and prototypes 

using industry-standard tools and technology.

 PRESENTATION: 

Engage and present f inal  solutions in a meaningful  group discussion 

using both the appropriate software and vocabulary. 

G O A L S  &  O B J E C T I V E S



Fall ,  Spring (Course not taught in summer term)

The class is  capped at 10 students per semester.

Each student is  partnered with three (3) separate cl ients each semesters;  therefor,  we 

are looking for 30 cl ients each semester.

We charge a f lat fee of $150 in order to work with one student.  The student may be 

paid via CHECK or ELECTRONICALLY (PayPal ,  Venmo, etc.)  but cannot be paid in cash. 

Students wil l  send the organization an invoice with payment details  and deadlines.

Each cl ient wil l  be given one month to work with their  partnered student.  You wil l 

be provided deadlines ahead of time as well  as given specific  instructions from the 

instructor as to what jobs can,  and cannot,  be completed within the timeframe.

S E M E S T E R S  O F F E R E D

S T U D E N T S

C L I E N T S

C O S T

T I M E L I N E

A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

C L A S S
D E TA I L S

P o s t c a r d  c r e a t e d  f o r  H a r p e t h  C o n s e r v a n c y  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .



L o g o  a n d  s t a t i o n e r y

 c r e a t e d  f o r  B u t t e r f l y  M o m e n t s

 i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T N .

A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R



A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

PA S T
C L I E N T S
Austin Peay State University has had the privi lege of working with over 100 non-profit  cl ients since 

the course began in 2015.  The l ist  of  cl ients include local ,  regional ,  and national  organizations located 

al l  around the United States. 

I  H A B I T A T  F O R  H U M A N I T Y

I  U N I T E D  W A Y  O F  C L A R K S V I L L E

I  S U S A N  G .  K O M E N  O F  T E N S E E S S E E

I  T E N N E S S E E  K I D N E Y  F O U N D A T I O N

I  N A T I O N A L  A L L I A N C E  F O R  M E N T A L  H E A L T H

I  Q U E E N  C I T Y  L I O N S  C L U B

I  T E N N E S S E  P E R M O R M I N G  A R T S  C E N T E R

I  C L A R S V I L L E  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N

I  A G A P E  A N I M A L  R E S C U E

I  T E N N E S S E E  S T A T E  P A R K S  C O N S E R V A N C Y

I  T A R I K  B L A C K  F O U N D A T I O N

I  T E N N E S S E E  L O C A L  F O O D  S U M M I T

I  C L A R K S V I L L E  F I R E  R E S C U E

I  B R I D G E S  F O R  T H E  D E A F

I  F A N N I E  B A T T L E  D A Y  H O M E

I  V E T  C O A L I T I O N

I  V I S I B L E  M U S I C  C O L L E G E

I  A D U L T  L I T E R A R Y  C O U N C I L

F a c e b o o k  b a n n e r  c r e a t e d  f o r  H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y  R e s t o r e  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T N . 



A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

B r o c h u r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  F r e e  f o r 

L i f e  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .  
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A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

W H AT  C A N  S T U D E N T S  C R E AT E ?

I  L O G O  /  B R A N D I N G

I  B R O C H U R E S

I  P O S T E R S

I  I N F O G R A P H I C S

I  F O R M S

I  F L Y E R S

I  S O C I A L  M E D I A  G R A P H I C S

I  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  ( P R I N T ,  V I D E O ,  W E B )

I  P H A M P L E T S  /  N E W S L E T T E R S

I  P A C K A G I N G

I  V E H I C L E  W R A P S

I  B I L L B O A R D S

I  S I G N A G E

— t h e  l i s t  g o e s  o n !

Though we receive several  requests,  and can accommodate

for many,  we CANNOT complete websites or magazines 

due to the l imited timeframe.

Va r i o u s  o p t i o n s  f o r  I n s t a g r a m  p o s t  c r e a t e d  f o r  G i r l s  o n  t h e  R u n  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N . 



L o g o  a n d  b r a n d  s h e e t  c r e a t e d  f o r  H o p e  P r e g n a n c y  C e n t e r  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T N . 



THE 
CLOTHESLINE PROJECT

LEARN MORE AT CLOTHESLINEPROJECT.COM
RESOURCES: RAINN.ORG & NATIONAL SEXUAL VIOLENCE RESOURCE CENTER

SEXUAL ASSAULTS ARE COMMITTED BY
SOMEONE WHO KNOWS THE VICTIM

MEN IN THE U.S. HAVE BEEN 
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT OR RAPE

2.78 MILLION

WOMEN ARE FORCIBLY RAPED BY THEIR
CURRENT OR FORMER MALE PARTNERS 
EVERY YEAR, SOME MORE THAN ONCE 

1.2 MILLION

AMERICAN MEN HAVE 
EXPERIENCED AN 
ATTEMPTED OR 
COMPLETED RAPE 
IN THEIR LIFETIME

1 IN 33

WILL BE RAPED AT SOME
POINT IN THEIR LIVES

1 IN 5 WOMEN
1 IN  71 MEN

15%&20%-25%

3 OUT OF 4

COLLEGE WOMEN COLLEGE MEN

ARE VICTIMS OF FORCED SEX 
DURING THEIR TIME IN 

COLLEGE

OF FEMALE STUDENT VICTIMS, 
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18-24, 
REPORT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT20%

2/3
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS EXPERIENCE
SEXUAL HARASSMENT

N E A R L Y  

M
AL

E FEM
ALE4 14AGE MOST LIKELY

TO BE A VICTIM
YEARS OF AGE YEARS OF AGE

27%
OF COLLEGE 
WOMEN HAVE 
EXPERIENCED 
SOME FORM OF 
UNWANTED 
SEXUAL CONTACT

OF SEXUAL ASSAULT VICTIMS ON 
COLLEGE CAMPUSES DO NOT 
REPORT THE ASSAULT.90%

A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

Please email  the instructor of record for the course,  Rachel 

Bush (bushr@apsu.edu).   Once you have emailed,  the instructor 

wil l  set up a time to talk via zoom or phone in order to relay 

the specific  details  of  when you can work with a student. 

Each cl ient wil l  have to sign two contracts in order to work 

with the student: 

(1) University Service-Learning Contract

(2) Student Contract.

Only the university contract must be signed before the 

process can begin.  The student contract is  given after the 

partnership has been established.

C O N T A C T

W E  A R E  C U R R E N T L Y  L O O K I N G  F O R 
B O T H  S P R I N G  A N D  F A L L  C L I E N T S !

H O W  T O  B E C O M E  A
C L I E N T

I n f o g r a p h i c s  c r e a t e d  f o r  T h e  C l o t h e s l i n e  P r o j e c t  i n  C l a r k s v i l l e ,  T N . 

We strongly encourage cl ients to return and work with us 

each semester with the understanding you wil l  receive a new 

student each semester.  Additionally,  the flat fee of $150 wil l 

occur each partnership. 

R E T U R N I N G  C L I E N T



A U S T I N  P E A Y  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y D E S I G N  C E N T E R

Once the partnership has been established,  we asked that the cl ient meet 

with the student at least one time via Zoom or in-person.  This meeting is 

usually a meeting at the beginning of the project to establish expectations. 

The remainder of the,  we asked that cl ients be available via email  and respond 

within 24-48 business hours in order for the students to meet their  deadline. 

Once the student has completed the design work for their  cl ient,  they wil l 

release and any al l  working fi les in order for the cl ient to use them in the 

future.  Please understand that we do not use any other software besides 

Adobe Creative Cloud. 

C L I E N T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

W O R K I N G  F I L E S

C L I E N T  E X P E C TAT I O N S

B r o c h u r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  G o i n g  G l o b a l  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  T N .  




